
Predator Free Port Hills: Lyttelton Library of Tools and Things 
Getting Involved 
 

1. Congratulations on getting involved in backyard trapping. Your local co-ordinator is Alison 
Eddy, email predatorfreelyttelton@gmail.com 
 

2. You have borrowed a trap through the library. You can also choose to buy a subsidised trap 
through Alison. The cost is $20.  
 

3. Your details will be given to Alison who will touch base with you, answer any questions on 
trapping and talk to you about reporting. 
 

4. Each month you report your results (including zero kills). This is about finding out what 
difference backyard trapping is making. 

 
5. Connect in with others in your community. Encourage your neighbours to sign up. 

 
6. Attend regular events to meet other trappers, learn tips and tricks to get better results and 

work out the difference we are making. 
 

 

 

 

Predator Free Port Hills is about 
communities taking action to make 
a difference. Help protect our 
native birds, lizards and insects by 
installing a trap in your backyard. 

 



This quick guide is for anyone who is 

keen to help save NZ’s native wildlife 

by setting and managing rat traps. 

For more information, visit

www.predatorfreenz.org

in the 
bush

What equipment will I need? 

The Victor professional snapback trap. 

Watch DOC’s video ‘How to set and 

service a Victor rat trap’ on YouTube.

Goodnature’s A24 self-resetting traps 

save time if you’re covering large areas.

When should I check my traps?

Preferably daily until you’re getting 

results and the catch rate goes down, 

then check every 2-3 weeks. The more 

rats in the area, the more checks you’ll 

need to do.

A24s need to be checked monthly or to 

the manufacturer’s speciications.

Lures/baits

Serve up some peanut 

butter, and refresh 

often.

Where should I put my rat traps?

Set them on lines 100m apart with 

a trap every 50m (100m x 50m), or 

closer in areas with a large number of 

rats.

Place traps inside rat tunnels (see 

Predator Free NZ’s link below for 

where to buy traps and tunnels).

Put a number on each trap and keep 

track of how many you’ve set, when 

and where.
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